PROGRAM OF THE WORKSHOP
Friday, 5 December 2008

08:30 - 09:00 Registration

09:00 - 10:00 Keynote Speech: The Free Market
System between the WTO, Food &
Financial Crises

10:00 - 11:00 Open Discussion
11:00 - 11:30 Coffee Break

11:30 - 13:30 Panel: The International Governance
System for Agriculture & Food -
Global Responses to the Current
Crisis Situation

13:30 - 15:00 Lunch

15:00 - 16:30 Launch of the Arabic Version of the
Report “Slow Trade - Sound Farming”
by Heinrich Boell Stiftung and
MISEREOR
With: Daniel De La Torre Ugarte,
Ute Straub, Ali Darwish

16:30 - 17:00 Coffee Break
17:00 - 18:30 Panel: Civil Society Alternatives for
Agriculture and Food Sovereignty

Saturday, 6 December 2008

09:00 - 11:00 Panel: Regional Impacts of Climate
Change on Agriculture, Food and
Resources

11:00 - 11:30 Coffee Break

11:30 - 13:30 Working Groups: Policy Options for
Impact Mitigation

13:30 - 15:00 Lunch
15:00 - 16:00 Reports of Working Groups
16:00 - 16:30 Coffee Break

16:30 - 18:30 Moderated Open Discussion:
Follow-up Priorities

The reform of agricultural trade rules is at the center
of negotiations at the WTO regarding a multilateral
framework for the global economy. However, the
reforms envisaged do not bode well for the future
of agriculture across the globe. They will deepen the
desperation of small farmers and undermine local
and global ecosystems.

In the report “Slow Trade — Sound Farming: A
Multilateral Framework for Sustainable Markets in
Agriculture”, experts and activists from all continents
explore new directions for trade rules beyond the
free trade paradigm. It places the challenges posed
to agriculture and rural communities at the center
of attention, and it proposes political perspectives
and policy instruments for a trading system that
offers genuine opportunities for the poor, preserves
the environment, and helps agriculture leap into the
post-fossil age.

This report is the result of the EcoFair Trade
Dialogue (www.ecofair-trade.org), an extensive
consultation and exchange process that took place
for two-years and that was organized by the Heinrich
Boll Stiftung and MISEREOR in cooperation with
the Wuppertal Institute.

With presenting the report in Arabic, we seek to
engage the Arab public in international debates
around the globalization of agriculture, and to provide
Arab delegations participating in the negotiations
with valuable data. We also hope to initiate a
fruitful discussion with and among representatives
of government agencies, civil society, farmers
organizations, academia, private sector and the

media.

The Arabic version of the report will be available for
download at www.boell-meo.org

LAUNCHING OF THE ARABIC VERSION OF

Slow Trade — Sound Farming

A Multilateral Framework for Sustainable

Markets in Agriculture

Within the Workshop

FOOD SOVEREIGNTY VS. FREE TRADE

Towards an Alternative Multilateral
Agricultural Governance Framework
Regional Civil Society Forum in
West Central Asia and North Africa

Crowne Plaza, Beirut
5 & 6 December 2008
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